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Abstract:

Civilizational interaction between the Byzantines and Muslims led to artistic and cultural exchanges reflected in the
production of art objects, particularly during the Fatimid period (297-567 AH/909-1171 CE), which witnessed notable
diversity in metalwork forms and decorative methods. This study aims to reveal the influence of Byzantine art on Fatimid
metalwork by tracing shared artistic features and analyzing how foreign elements were assimilated and reformulated in
accordance with the aesthetic and cultural characteristics of Islamic art. The study draws on a diverse sample of metal
objects preserved in museums and art collections worldwide, including candlesticks, boxes, incense burners, jewelry, and
sculptures produced by casting in molds. Methodologically, it adopts the historical approach and descriptive analytical
method, examining forms, decorations, techniques, and symbolic meanings and comparing them with their counterparts in
Byzantine artistic heritage. The significance of this research stems from the fact that previous studies have addressed various
aspects of artistic exchange between the two civilizations, such as textiles and architecture, whereas metalwork has not
received the same degree of research and analysis. Accordingly, the study seeks to clarify the nature and limits of Byzantine
influences and highlight the role of Fatimid craftsmen in incorporating them into distinctive artistic forms while preserving
local characteristics. The study concludes that clear Byzantine artistic influences appear in examples of Fatimid metalwork,
transmitted through multiple channels of cultural and artistic exchange.
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