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Abstract:

This research examines the critiques (ta‘aqqubat) made by the eminent scholar ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Mu ‘allim1 al-Yamani of
Imam Ibn Hibban al-Bustt’s al-Thiqat in his annotations on Ibn AbT Hatim al-Raz1’s al-Jarh wa-1-ta‘dil. Beyond being a
work of narrator criticism, al-Razi’s book carries al-Mu‘allimi’s annotations, which contain many critiques of imams and
authors, often overlooked because he mentions them only in passing. I traced all annotations containing notable and useful
critiques and selected those concerning al-Thiqat. I adopted the partial inductive method, studying some instances in which
al-Mu‘allimi critiqued al-Bustt, together with analysis, criticism and comparison between their statements and those of other
authors of biographical works, especially al-Bukhart in al-Tarikh al-kabir, given its close connection with al-Jarh wa-1-
ta‘dil. The aim was either to confirm al-Mu‘allim1’s critique or, on the evidence, to reject it in favour of al-Bustt’s view.
The research covers seven passages in whose notes al-Mu ‘allimi critiques al-Busti, and in each reaches a preference among
the views through comparison and evidence. In fact, al-Busti’s book contains textual corruptions, confusion between certain
biographies, and errors in reporting some critics’ statements. I therefore recommend collecting and studying all such
instances to establish the correct view in each; al-Mu‘allimi drew attention to many of them. It is hoped that God will
provide al-Thiqat with a skilled editor who produces an edition its author would have approved.

Keywords: Critiques, al-Jarh wa al-Ta'dil Book, al-Thiqat, Ibn Hibban, al-Mu'allim.
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