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Abstract:

This study examines mechanisms of usiili reasoning and their contribution to a methodologically disciplined juristic
intellect. It addresses a gap in contemporary studies that affirm Islamic legal theory’s role in regulating reasoning without
adequately analysing its mechanisms. It clarifies these concepts and examines how practice cultivates competence according
to practitioners’ preparation and expertise. Using an inductive and analytical approach, it examines selected mechanisms
concerning textual interpretation, analogy and legal causation, objections, evidentiary conflict and preponderance,
ascertaining rulings’ factual applicability (tahqiq al-manat), and Shari‘a objectives and consequences. Their structure and
operating conditions are analysed across four interrelated levels: conceptual and interpretive precision, argument
construction and legal causation, assessment of evidence and arguments, and legal application. The study identifies
methodological competence as an acquired capacity developed through repeated sound reasoning. Ruling derivation and
competence development are two aspects of the same practice, which does not necessarily qualify learners for ijtihad or
independent fatwa issuance. Sound argumentation requires delimiting disputed issues, observing evidentiary hierarchies,
examining causal attributes, testing whether evidence establishes claims, evaluating counterarguments, and considering
reconciliation before determining preponderance. Sound evidence and interpretation do not ensure valid application: this
requires verifying the grounds for applying a ruling, fulfilling conditions, establishing the absence of impediments,
considering consequences, and accounting for particular cases and universal principles. The study recommends improved
instruction, graduated exercises, and applied studies assessing the soundness of contemporary legal reasoning.

Keywords: Usiili reasoning mechanisms, methodologically disciplined juristic intellect, competence development,
argument assessment, disciplined legal application.
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