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Abstract:

This article investigates the meaning of crucifixion in Jewish religious sources, its association with punishment, curse, and
sin, and its bearing on Jewish interpretations of Jesus. It asks how the Torah, the Talmud, and rabbinic commentaries
understand hanging upon a tree, and how that understanding differs from Christian and Islamic accounts. The analysis
considers divine punishment within the covenantal framework of Jewish law, the implications of a curse, and the expected
Messiah. It then examines the public disgrace and exclusion associated with hanging upon a tree. The study uses descriptive,
textual, historical, and comparative methods, consulting religious sources alongside their interpretations. Its findings
indicate that hanging upon a tree carries the meaning of punishment and curse in the Jewish framework examined, rather
than atonement or salvation. This understanding influenced Jewish attitudes toward Jesus and his message. Christian
theology, by contrast, recast crucifixion as a redemptive event and placed it at the center of atonement for sin. The Quranic
account denies that Jesus was crucified and affirms the dignity of prophethood, divine justice, and each person's
responsibility for their own deeds. The study also addresses the Islamic criticism of vicarious atonement, the objection to
assigning another person's guilt to the innocent, and emphasizes repentance and righteous action. The disagreement, it
concludes, concerns fundamental theological ideas about sin, punishment, prophethood, and salvation, rather than a disputed
historical narrative alone.
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