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Water Hinterland and Optimal Saudi City Size

Dr. Mohammed -Althomali

Abstract

We present in this paper a theoretical framework to tackle the problem
of water shortage in Saudi cities. The framework is based on the notion that city
size and surrounding water resources should be matched, in order to avoid
total dependency on external resources, which are costly, unsustainable and

subject to interruptions in the long run.

Matching city size and available water resources can be accomplished by
means of redistributing population, prevention of further population
concentration in large cities and harvesting resources from cities watet
hinterlands. City size should not be judged by economic benefits only, but also
by water availability. The collection of local scarce water resources should
encompass the development of means and ways of harvesting water from large
areas and delivering it to urban centers. Along with the wide range of
researches and studies, which are required to accomplish this goal, anumber of
policies are in order .The whole project can be part of the expected national

water plan.
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